188 THE AGE OF THE GREAT DEPRESSION
tional-guidance programs sent many boys into manual work-
shops and girls into domestic-science classes, and in under-
privileged zones of cities NYA community youth centers
sprang up*
The much larger group of beneficiaries, nearly two million
in all, were high-school and college students who needed
financial help to continue their education. Faced with a sharp
drop in undergraduate enrollments since 1932, the FERA in
February, 1934, had launched a program of student aid
averaging about fifteen dollars a month for seventy-five
thousand boys and girls. The NYA took over and greatly ex-
panded this plan. Soon the young people were engaged at
such tasks as mending and cataloguing library books, typing,
compiling statistics and bibliographies and assisting in cam-
pus maintenance and repair. In scholastic standing they stood
above average in a majority of colleges surveyed.*
The NYA, however, never captured such public favor as
did the "tree army.** The wisdom or folly of its program
hinged almost entirely upon local management. Quite often
young state and city administrators were appointed who
lacked both tact and experience in dealing with senior com-
munity leaders* NYA funds, moreover, were always too
scanty for grappling with big problems. For this or other
reasons projects frequently turned into boondoggling. Yet,
by holding back the torrent of unemployment, the prolong-
ing of education through any means equipped youth better for
the economic struggle ahead. Under widespread joblessness,
the number of high-school pupils grew from about four and a
half million in 1929 to six in 1935—an increase of a third
—and the trend continued. Many boys and girls, who in
piping times would have dropped out after grammar school
or brief experience with high school, thus profited from ad-
* Betty and E. K, Lindley, A New Deal for Youth: the Story of the NYA
(N. Y., 1938), 169, citing a study made in 1935-1936 of 270 colleges, which
showed superior grades by NYA students in 168, no essential difference in 71,
and inferior standing in 31.

